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" I'm reading Law/' he said.   " But as soon as Fm
through I'm going out to the villages/'
"To the villages?. "

" Because they're more backward than the towns/'
He grinned at me ruefully. " It sounds awfully smug,
but you see I'm going to be a reformer.

"You see, social conditions are bad in the Middle
East. And when I see that eighty-five per cent of the
Egyptians are illiterate and eighty per cent of the
villagers have trachoma, I feel we must do something.
It hurts me to have good things when others are look-
ing for bread.

" I am a socialist because I believe that social matters
must be regulated once and for all. I want the end of
social conflicts. I want the ideal society in which we
can understand and love each other. I want to develop
my mind and spirit so that I can help other people. It
pains me a lot to see inequality. I don't like being much
above others.

"I think my mission is to help the villages afid
nomads first. They need social workers. But we can-
not help the people unless we understand them. Social
workers should be like the Old Prophets. In one village
I visited I found they drank from a creek into which,
I discovered, seeped drains from a French barracks. I
noticed they murmured: ' He does not drink from our
water/ So I drank. Later I had the drains altered
and taught them the reason.

''The problems of the miserable masses must be
solved. But that is not the end. People should love each
other and live equally well. The privileged rich cannot
have a good life because they must be depressed by the
mass of people who lack this good life: those at the top
of the scale suffer from lack oi; equality. But equality